

44 RIGHTS OF MAN. 

As M. de la Fayette, from the experience of what he had feen . 
in America, was better acquainted with the fcience of civil go. • 
vernment than the generality of the members who compofed the : 
Affenf.lv of the Notables could then be, the brunt of the banned I 
fell eoniiderably to his lhare. The plan of thofe who had a conftb r 
tution in view, was to contend with the Court on the ground of • 
taxes, and fome cf them openly profeffed their objeft. Difputes 
frequently arofe between Count D* Artois and M. de la Fayette, i 
upon various fubjefts. With refpeft to the arrears already in. 1 
curred, the latter propofed to remedy them, by accommodating the i 
expences to the revenue, inftead of the revenue to the expenees; a 
and as obiefts of reform, he propofed to abolifh the Baidlle, and 
ail the State-prifcns throughout the nation, (the keeping of 1 
which was attended with great expence), and to fupprefs Lettres de f 
Cachet : But thofe matters were not then much attended to ; and > 
with refpeft to Letires de Cachet , a majority of the Nobles appeared | 
to he in favour of them . 

On the fuhjeft of fnpplying the Treafury by new taxes, the Af- • 
fembly declined taking the matter on themfelves, concurring in the 
opinion that they had not authority. In a debate on this iubjeff, 1 
M. de la Fayette faid, that railing money by taxes could only be . 
done by a National Aflembly, freely elected by tljse people, and 
adding as their reprefen tatives. Do you mean, faid the Count 
D’ Artois, the States General? M. de la Fayette replied, that he v 
did. Will you, faid the Count D’Artois, lign what you fay, to 
be given to the iting ? The ether replied, that he not only would 
do this, but that he would go farther, and fay, that the efFedual 
mode would be, for the King to agree to the eftabliflimeiit of a 
Confutation. 

As one of the plans had thus failed, that of getting the Aflembly I 
to add as a Parliament, the other came into view, that of recom- 
mending. On this fubjeft, the Aflembly agreed to recommend two j 
new taxes to be enregiftered by the Parliament : The one a ft amp- | 
tax, and the other a territorial tax, or fort of land-tax. The two I 
have been eftimated at about five millions llerling per ami. We 
have now to turn our attention to the Parliaments, on whom the 
bufinefs was again devolving. 

The Archbifhop of Thoulcufe (lince Archbifhop of Sens, and 
now a Cardinal) was appointed to the adminiftration of the finances, 
foon after the difmiftion of Calonne. He was alfo made Prime * 
Minifter, an office that did not always exiff in France. When this 
office did not exift, the Chief of each of the principal departments 
tranfafted bufinefs immediately with the King; but when a Prime • 
Minifter was appointed, they did bufinefs only with him. The ^ 
Archbiihop arrived to more State-authority than any Minifter fince 
the Duke de Choifeul, and the nation was flrongly difpofed in his 
favour; but by a line of conduft fcarcely.to be accounted for, he 
perverted every opportunity, turned out a defpot, and funk into 
difgrace, and a Cardinal. « 

The Aflembly of the Notables having broken up, the new Mi- ! 
rsifter ft: n't the edicts for the two new taxes recommended by the 

Aflembly l 
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MemWV to the Parliaments, to be enregiftered. They of courfe 
came fir ft before the parliament of Paris, who returned for anfwer. 
That .with juch a revenue as the Nation then - f upper t ed , the name of 
taxes ought, not to be mentioned , but for the pnrppft of reducing them ; 
and threw both the edicts out *. 

On this refufal, the Parliament was ordered to Verfulles, where, 

* the ufual form, the King held, what under the old government 
•was called, a Bed of Juftice; and the two edifts were -enregiftered 
in prefence of the Parliament, by an order of State, in the manner 
mentioned in page.42. On this, the Parliament immediately re- 
, turne d to Paris, renewed their feflion in form, and ordered the en- 
redfterincr to be {truck out, declaring that every, thing done at Ver- 
faftles was illegal. All the members of the Parliament were then 
ftrved with Lettres. de Cachet, and exiled to 1 rois; but as they 
continued as inflexible in exile as before, and as vengeance did not 
fupply the piace of taxes, they were after a fhort time recalled to 

^The edifts were again tendered to them, and the Count D’Artois 
undertook to aft as reprefentative of the King. For this purpofe, 
he came from Verfailles to Paris, in a train of proceflion ; and the 
Parliament were afiembled to receive him. But fhow and paraas 
had toft their influence in- France; and whatever ideas of import- 
ance he rai^ht- fet off with, he had to return with thofe of mortifi- 
cation and difappointment. On alighting from his carnage to af- 
cend the Heps of the Parliament J-foufe, the crowd (which was nn- 
■ meroufly collefted) threw out trite expreffions, faying, 1 his is 
« Monfieur D’Artois, who wants more of car money to fpend. 
The marked dilapprobation which he faw, impreffed him with ap- 
prehenf.ons ; and the word Aux etrmes! (To arms!) was given out 
by the officer of the guard who attended him. it was fo loudly 
vociferated, that it echoed through the avenues of the Houfc, and 
produced a temporary confufion : I was then {landing m one Ox tire 
apartments through which he had to pafs, and could net avoid re- 
flecting how wretched was the condition of a dilrefpefted man. 

He endeavoured to imprefs the Parliament by great words and 
opened his authority by laying, “ The King, our Lord and Matter. 
The Parliament received him very coolly, and with ther ulual de- 
termination not to regifter the taxes ; and in this manner the inter- 
view ended. T , . , 

After this a new fubjeft took place: In the various debates and 
contefts which arofe between the Court and the Parliaments on the 
fubjeft of taxes, the Parliament of Paris at laft declared, that al- 
though it had been cuftomary for Parliaments to enregifter edicts 
for raxes as a matter of convenience, the right belonged only to 
_ the States-Geneml ; and- that, therefore, the Parliament couid^no 
longer with propriety continue to debate on what it had not autho- 
rity to aft. The King after this came to Paris, and held a meeting 
with the Parliament, in which he continued frotn ten in the mom- 

*■ When the Engiifli Minifter, Mr. Pitt, mentions the French finance again 
in the Engtiih Parliament, it would be well ka he noticed this as an exampr- 
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